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THE PREFACE. 


HE Church Catechiſm is, undoubtedly, an 

excellent Abſtract of the Chriſtian Religion; 
and contains, in a ſmall compaſs, all the efſential 
articles of Faith and Practice. But it is uſually 
learnt at an age, when the memory is more capable 
of retaining ſounds, than the . is of 
comprehending ideas. 


To remedy this de fect, a variety of Treatiſes 
have been publiſhed, from time to time, in order to 
explain the ſeveral parts of the Catechiſm : and 
many prous and eminent Divines, both of our own, 
and of paſt ages, have, no doubt, been f the 
greateſt ſervice to the cauſe of religion, by devating 
a part of their time aud ſtudies to [9 Lan 4 


purpoſe. | b 


With all due dęſerence to ſuch uſeful labors, it 
may ftill be doubted, whether any of the various 
weatiſes en the Catechiſm are ſuffictently plain and 

"- Intel. 


intelligible to thoſe children, who are placed in the 
lower claſſes of life : and whether, ſomething may 
not yet be done, to promote the explanation of it 
among theſe in the higher ranks, who have the ad- 
vantages of an earlier education, and of every atten- 
tron which the anxiety of conſcientisus parents can 
procure for them. 


Mt of the treatiſes, already publiſhed, explain 
the Doctrines contained in the Catechiſm in a ſatiſ- 
fatetory manner ; but the terms and phraies H the 
Catechiſm iiſeſf are often above the comprehenſion of 
the infant mind : whereas the elements of Religion 
Should, if poſſible, be rendered rows he He to the 
lr . 


'The author of the following little Treatiſe, being 
prevented by infirmity from performing the public 
duties of the paſtoral office, hopes he may be of fome 
little ſervice to religion, if he can render the Church 
Catechiſm more eaſy and familiar. Fe has not the 
vanity to ſuppoſe, that he has quite attained his end: 
but, at a time, when fo much pains are taken to fa- 
cilitate every kind of learning, it will be fome con- 
folation to him, in a declining ſtate of health, to 
have contributed his mite towards rendering the 
moſt important of all learning, the firſt principles of 
Chriſtianity, more eaſy of attainment to the young 
and uninformed. 


It has. been his endeavor therefore to unite the 
#00 points, of explaining the words and the doctrine 
of the Catechiſm; in the hopes that this excellent in- 

ftruftion of our Church, which is too commonly 
learnt by rote, and repeated as a taſk, may be gra- 
dually infuſed into the underſtanding, and make ſo 
laſting an impreſſion there, as to influence the future 
conduct of liſe. | 


Great care has been taken to render the follow= 
ing explanation as plain and explicit as poſſible z for 
which purpoſe the cleareſt and ſimpleſt words have 
been ſtudiouſiy ſelected. In order to avoid the ob 
jection M learning or reading by rote, it will be ad- 
wiſeable for parents and teachers, not to put it into 
the hands of children, till their underſtandings are 
in ſome degree competent to it: ſome perhaps may. 
wnder/tand it ſoon after they are eight years. old, 
while others muſt wait till they are twelve or four 
teen years. of age. : | 
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E X PI AINE D. 
My good Chili, | avi 


N the firſt place I muſt inform you that the 
word Catechiſim means, an inſtruction by way 
of queſtion and anſwer; and that the Catechiſm 
you have learnt, and which I am going to ex- 
plain to you, contains a-ſhort account of the 
chief points of the Chriſtian Religion, and of 
your own duty, and proper behaviour, both to 


% 


5s  _ Havanc, in anſwer. to the; firſt queſtion, e- 


=  _ pcated your chriſtian name, that is, the name 


= which was given you, when you was baptized or 
5 made a chriſtian; you are next aſked, 0 gave 
115 you this name: — The anſwer is, my Godfathers 
: and Godmothers in my: baptiſm; wherein I was 
41 made, that is to ſay, by which baptiſm I was 
4 \ made, 
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8 CHURCH CATECHISM EXPLAINED. 
ber ef Chriſt, the "child of Gb, and 


an er of the en of Heaven. 


As children are commonly baptized when they 
are infants, and not capable of making any pro- 
miſe for themſelves, the church requires that 
godfathers and godmothers ſhould enter into the: 
engagement for them: and all thoſe.perſans, who 
take upon them this office of anſwering for a 
child, are ſtrictly | bound, to: the utmoſt of their 


power, to ſee that the child, for whom they 


engage, does perform their Promiſes... | 

BEING made a member of Chriſt, means, being 
made a chriſtian, or admitted into the church of 
Chriſt, of which he is the head ; ſo that every 
true chriſtian may be called a member of Chrift,.. 
in the ſame manner as our limbs are members of 


our reſpective bodles. 


To underſtand the expreſſion of your becom- 
ing, by baptiſm, the child of God; I muſt inform 
you, that as we are all' the children of Adam, who, 


by breaking the poſitive command of God, 
brought ſin and death into the world; ſo we are 
partakers of his corrupt nature: and being thus 


corrupted, we cannot claim the privilege of being 


_ children of God. Now it has pleaſed this fame 


| Se God, in compaſſion to the miſery of 


mankind, 


| CHURCH CATECHISM EXPLAINED „ 


mankind, to ſend his fon Jeſus Chriſt into the 
world to ſuffer the puniſhment due. to our fins, 
and thereby to make our peace with God: fo 
that if we believe in Jeſus our Saviour, and do 
his will; God will pardon the infirmities of our 
corrupt nature, and will reſtore us to the privi- 
lege of being his children. And as children are 
the natural inheritors, or heirs, of what belongs to 
their fathers ; ſo our gracious God and. father has 
promiſed, that if we continue to obey his com- 
mands, he will give us everlaſting happineſs 1a 


another life, and make us inherit the kingdom of 


Heaven, 


You are next aſked, what your godfathers and 
godmothers did then for you? that is, at the time 
of your baptiſm. —The anſwer is, that they did 


Promiſe and vaw three things in my name: they 


made a folemn promiſe to God for you and in 


your ſtead, that you ſhould perform three parti- 


cular things : and theſe three things, as you will 
_ preſently fee, contain the ſubſtance of a chriſtian's 
duty; teaching him what he is to avi, what 
he is to believe, and what he is to-do, l 


Ix the firſt place they promiſed, that you 


fpould renounce the Devil and all his works, the 
pomps and vanity of this wicked world, andall the 
 finful Tufts of the fleſh, —Y ou will learn from ſcrip- 
. „„ ture 
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ture that the Devil is a wicked ſpirit, the author 
of evil, who puts evil thoughts into your heart, 


and inclines you to every kind of miſchief: this 


he does by God's permiſſion, in order to make 


trial of your virtue: but as he has no power to 


hurt you, or to compel you to do evil without 


your own will or choice, it is very fit you ſhould 
promiſe to renounce him and all his works, that is, 
every evil of every kind; and for your encou- 
ragement, the ſcripture aſſures you of ſucceſs &; 
re/i/t the Devil and he will flee from you. 


ToGETHER with this wicked ſpirit, you are 
alſo to renounce the pomps and vanity of this 
wicked world : that is, you muſt not ſuffer your 
heart to be led away, either by the outward ſhew, 
or the yain deceits of the world, ſo as to lead you 
to break the commands of God; we may paſs 


through the world innocently, and it is our duty 


ſo to do; and then it will not BE 2 wicked wor han 
with reſpect to vs, 


You are alſo required to renounce the ſinful luſts 
the fleſh \ that is, you muſt keep a ſtrict guard 
over thoſe appetites and paſſions, which God, 


for wiſe reaſons, has made natural to man; you 


muſt never ſuffer them to be maſters over you, 


'# James 4, 7. 
| nor 
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nor indulge. them ſo as to make them the o 
ſions of ſin. | 


Taz ſecond thing, which your godfathers and 
godmothers promiſed in your name, was, that 
you ſhould believe all the articles of the chriſtian 
faith ; that is, every thing concerning Chriſt and 
his religion, which is revealed to us in the holy 
ſcriptures; the chief heads of which are collected 
together in what is called the Apoſtles Creed, « or 
the Behef. 


THr1rnry, they promiſed for you, - that 50 
ould keep God's holy will and commandments, and 
wall in the ſame all the days of your life. This is 
the chief end and intent of religion, to make us 
obey God and his laws; and that, not only now 
and then, but at all times and upon all occaſions; 
and therefore they promiſed, that you ſhould 
walk in the ſame, that is, continue in the con- 
ſtant practice of God's will, all the days of v 
life. | 
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HavinG made mention of the chief things, 
which were promiſed for you at your baptiſm, 
the catechiſm very properly proceeds to inquire, 
what obligations you are under to perform them: 
arft thou not think that thou art bound to believs 
and to dv, as they have promiſed for thee -D 


you 
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you not conſider yourſelf as ſtrictly obliged to be- 
lieve thoſe truths, and to practice thoſe duties, 
which your godfathers and godmothers promiſed 
in your name that you /hould do? 


TRE anſwer is, yes, vertly; and by God's help 
fo I will; that is to ſay, yes indeed, and moſt | 
certainly, you will do it, to the utmoſt of your 
power, if God will be graciouſly pleaſed to ſend - 
his holy ſpirit to help your weak endeavors. 
And you add your hearty thanks to your Heavenly 
Father, that he hath called you to this late of ſal- 
vation, through Pers Chrift our Savior. And 


nothing ſurely can ſo well deſerbe our thanks, as 


the invaluable bleſſing procured for us by our 
Redeemer ; who came down from Heaven to re- 

deem us from death, and to make us capable of 
obtaining eternal life, which is the /late of ſalva- 

tion here ſpoken of. In order to keep you ſted- 

faſt in this holy faith, and in the practice of your 
duty, you muſt conſtantly pray unto God to give 

you his grace, to keep you by his holy ſpirit from 

all evil, and to guide you into all good, that you 

may continue in the ſame, that is, the ſame ſtate 

of ſalvation, unto your life's end. 


As you have promiſed to believe all the arti- 
cles of the chriſtian faith, it is neceſſary for you 
to be well inſtructed in them ; and therefore you 
are 


CHURCH CATECHISM EXPLAINED. 3 


are called upon to rehearſe, or repeat, the d 
of your belief; which I told you were collected 
together in what is called the Apoſtle's creed, 
containing the chief doctrines of the goſpel, as 
they were taught by the Apoſtles, and which 
every chriſtian ought to know and believe. 


Tx firſt article expreſſes your behef in God 
the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth: 
that Eternal Being, who is full of power, wiſdom, 
and goodneſs; who made and governs every 
thing in the world ; who ſees and knows every 
thing that we do; and is ſo kind and merciful 
to us, his ſervants and children, that we juſtly 
call him by the name of Father, | 


NExr to God Almighty, you profeſs to be 
lieve in Jeſus Ghrift his only Son our Lord; this 
is that bleſſed perſon, who, though he was the 
fon of God, was pleaſed, for our ſakes, to take 
upon him the nature of man, that he might re- 
concile us to his offended Father, 


BEING God as well as man, it was neceſſary 
that every thing relating to his conception and 
birth ſhould be miraculous; wherefore, he was 
conceived of the Holy Ghoſt, and born of the Virgin 
Mary : the holy ſpirit of God wrought this 
wonderful miracle, and cauſed him to be born 

B of 
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of a pure 'virgin, that he might be entirely free 
from the corruptions of human nature, and that 


the manner of his birth might be plainly diſ- 


tinguiſhed from that of all mankind. 


As he was made man, on purpoſe that he 
might become capable of dying, it is no wonder 
that his life was ſhort, and full of ſuffering : the 
exact time of his death, and the manner of it, 
are marked in the creed, when it is faid, he f 
fered under Pontius Pilate, (who at that time 
was the Roman Governor at Jerufalem) and 
Was crucified ; a moſt cruel puniſhment, by which 
the hands and feet of criminals were nailed to a 
croſs of wood, and the body was left to hang in 
dreadful agonies. It is added, that he was dead 
and buried; his human ſoul and body were ſe- 
parated, like thoſe of other men, and his pious 
friends carefully laid his body in the grave. 

TE next article concerning our Saviour, is 
he deſcended into Hell; which, you may be ſure, 
does not mean, that he went into a place of tor- 


ment, but into that place, where fouls remain 


when they are parted from the body. While he 
lived upon earth, though he was entirely free 
from fin, he appeared in the likeneſs of ſinful 


men; ſo when he died, his body was laid in the 


grave, as thoſe of other men are; and his ſoul 
was 
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was conveyed to the place allotted to departed 
ſpirits. | 


Bur, as David propheſied of him, that * þ:s 
{cul ſhould not be left in Hell, neither ſhould his fleſh 
{ee corruption; ſo the third day he roſe again from 
the dead; his human foul and body were again 
united together, and he appeared on earth, and 
converſed with his diſciples, as he did before he 


was crucified. 


AFTER continuing with them forty days, he 
aſcended into Heaven; the intention of his com- 
ing into the world being finiſhed, by his dying 
for the fins of mankind, and by riſing again from 
the dead, his ſtay upon earth was no longer ne- 
ceſſary: he was taken up out of their ſight, and 
returned to his former ſtate of glory in Heaven. 


THERE he fitteth at the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty ; that is, in the place of the 
greateſt power and dignity: for as among men, 
they, who are meant to be honored, are placed. 
at the right hand; fo by Chriſt's /tting at the 
right hand of God, is ſignified his being exalted 
to ſupreme power and honor in Heaven; even 
that fulneſs. of glory, 'which he was pleaſed to 
leave for our fakes. 


| 33 
® Pſalm, xvi. 11. 
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From thence he ſhall come to judge the quick 
and the dead. He ſhall continue there, in the 
full enjoyment of glory and honor, till the end 
of this world be approaching: when he ſhall 
come from thence, even from Heaven, to paſs a 
final judgement upon all mankind ; both upon 
thofe, who have been long ſince dead, and alſo 
upon the quick, that is, thoſe who ſhall be 
found alive at the time of his coming*: The 
wicked ſhall go away into everlaſting puniſtment z 
but the righteous into life eternal. 

TRE next article of the creed contains your 
belief in the Hoy G het, or Holy Spirit, for thoſe 
words ſignify the ſame thing. The ſcriptures 
plainly teach us, that there is but one God; but 
they alſo teach us, that God conſiſts of three per- 
ſons; God the Fatlier, God the Son, and God 
the Holy Ghoſt; and this is called the Trinity. 
Our weak minds are not capable of fully under- 
ſtanding this do grine; nor indeed can we un- 
derſtand a thouſand things relating to ourſelves: 
but as it is a truth revealed in the ſcriptures, we 
are obliged to believe it. As to the Holy Ghoſt, 
the third perſon in this bleſſed Trinity, it is he 
who ſanctifies or makes you holy, puts into your 
heart good thoughts and deſires, and conveys 


#* Mat. 25, 46. 
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CHURCH CATECHISM EXPLAINED. - x7 1 
to you the grace or bleſſing of God, to t 4 
you to do all his Will. 4 
You next ſay, that you believe in the Holy 3 
Catholick Church: now the word Catholick 23 
means univerſal or entire, and the word Church ; 
here means the whole body of chriſtians throughout . 1 
the world, By this article, therefore, you mult 4 
believe, that ever fince the firſt preaching of the 1 
goſpel, there always have been, and ſhall conti- ] 
nue to be to the end of the world, great num- f 
bers of faithful people, who call themſelves chriſ- . 
tians, and profeſs the true faith of Chriſt. And 
all theſe, however they be ſcattered over different i 
parts of the world, may be included under one 1 
name, ite Holy . Church. | 
The Lorton of Shit properly follows the 1 
hely Catholick Church; the latter, meaning the j 
whole body of chriſtians in general; the former, 1 
each individual or ſingle member of the church. | 
The word, Saints ſignifies holy, and Communion 1 
ſignifies partabing of any thing, or having a fel. 
lowſhip with it : fo that when you ſay, you be- j 
lieve in the Gommunion of Saints, you mean, that | 
All Chriſtians have a kind of fellowſhip or com-. 
munion with one another, having the ſame 
God and Father, the ſame bleſſed Redeemer, 
ihe ſame Holy Spirit and Sanctifier, the ſame word 
5 2 \ 
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ad facraments, and expecting the ſame glorious 
reward hereafter, even the ſalvation of their 
/ fouls. 


THE next article in the ereed is, the forgive- 
neſs of fins and it is a very important one; as 
our hopes of ſalvation depend upon it. *You are 
therefore to believe, that although your nature 
is corrupt and finful, and you are too apt to ; 
break the commands of God; yet that God is 
ſo gracious as to pardon' all your fins; for the ſake * 
of his ſon Jeſus Chriſt, And moreover, if you 
are ſo unhappy as to continue to offend him, 
that he will not fail to forgive you, upon * 
ſincere — and amendment. 3 
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TRE next article to the forgiveneſs of ſins, is 
the reſurrection of the body; concerning which, 
you muſt believe, that when Chriſt comes to 

judgement your body will be raiſed from the 
dead, and will be again united to your ſoul, in 
order that you may receive e the reward or puniſh. 
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Tat m article is, the he everlaſhing; ct 
is; the eternal and unchangeable Rate of glory, 
and happineſs,” which our bleſſed Lord has pur- 
chaſe@THor=us/in” Heaven,” and whith all thoſe 
. be ure td eryoy,” "who fincerely believe in 


him, 
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him; and earneſtly: 3 ung the pom . 
mmm Rn 


Ar the Os | of the creed, the word amen is 
added, which ſignifies ſurely, or veraly,' ſe be it, 
or be it ſo; as much as to ſay, that you heartily 
and entirely believe = thoſe - TY which 1 70 
have juſt repeatee. tidy | 


T xx catechiſm now proceeds to inquire, what 

dejt thou chiefly learn in theſe : articles of thy belief? 
What are the principal things which the creed 
teaches you ?—Your anſwer is, Finſi learn 10 
believe in God the Father, who hath made me, 
and all the world : 8 econdly, in God the Son, who 
hath redeemed me and all mankind: Thirdly, in 
God the Holy Gheft, who ſantiifieth me, and all G 
the ele, that i is, the choſen, people of Gad. This 
is a ſhort account of what the creed chiefly con- 
tains; I have fo fully explained that to you, that, 
you cannot help underſtanding this laſt aner, 
if you read it carefully and attentively. | 


Havinc conſidered two of thoſe hogs; which" 
were promiſed in your name; that is, what you 
ſhould renounce; and what you ſhould Believe ; 
the third thing is, what you ſhould di. Nau ſaid 
that your godfathers and godmothers did promiſe fur 
you, that you ſhould keep: God commamd mom: as 


therefore you are eus: to perform what ane 
pro- 
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promiſed, and to obey theſe commandments, it is 
highly neceſſary that you ſhould know, where they 
are, and what is the number of them: tell me then 
how many there bz.—Y ou anſwer, ten; meaning 
thoſe ten particular laws, which God gave to the 
Jews; and which do not only concern them, like 
the reſt of their laws and ſtatutes ; but which relate 
to all mankind; and are therefore always called the 
commandments.—Y ou are next aſked, which be 
they? that is, you muſt repeat theſe command- 
ments, and give an account, what they are, and 
when they were given. They are the | ſame : 
vhich God ſpake in the twentieth chapter of E xadus, 5 . 
Wn ſaying, I am the Lord thy God, who brought thee = 
3 | out of the land of Egypt, out of the houſe of bon- 
g dage. Theſe are the ſame laws and command- 
ments, which are written in the twentieth chap- 
ter of the book of Exodus, and were given to the 
Jews, at the time when God had juſt delivered 
them from the bondage or flavery, which they 
had long endured in Egypt, and had made him- 
ſelf known to them by the name of, the Lord their 
Ged. dy 3-0 812951 1 
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Tu firſt commandment is, Thou ſhalt have 
none other Gods but me.— The nations, that ſur- 
rounded the Jews, were guilty of worſhipping a 
variety of falſe Gods: this commandment there- 
fore was given to the Jews, in order to prevent 

| their 
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their following ſo wieked an example; and to 
confine them to the worſhip of the one true God 
only. We chriſtians can hardly be guilty of 
breaking this law, by having more Gods than 
one; but we mult be careful to love him above 
all things, and not to ſet our hearts ſo much upon 
any of his creatures, as to prefer them to him- 
ſelf. . | a 
BuT we muſt not only abſtain from the wor- 
ſhip of falſe Gods, we are alſo forbidden to make 
any likeneſs of the true God: for the ſecond 
commandment expreſsly ſays, T hou ſhalt not make, 
to thyſelf any graven image, nor the likeneſs of any. 
thing, that is in Heaven above, or in the earth be- 
neath, or in the water under the earth. — At the 
time when this law was given, mankind were 
greatly corrupted by idolatry, that is, the wor- 
ſhip of idols or images: but as God is a pure 
ſpirit, and cannot be repreſented by any bodily 
ſhape, we are commanded not to make any 
graven image, or fancied repreſentation of him; 
whether it be the likeneſs of any thing that we 
may ſuppoſe to be in Heaven, or that we have 
ſeen on the earth, or in the water: much leſs 
muſt we think of kneeling to them, or of paying 
them divine honors : thou. ſhalt not bow down to 
them nor warſhip them. The reaſon of this is given 
in the following words; for I the Lord thy God 
| | am 
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am à jealous God; jealous of having that honor 
beſtowed upon any other, that is due unto me 
only: fo that I frequently viſit the fins of the Fa- 
thers upon the children, unte the third and fourth 
generation of them that hate me. God declares, 
that the puniſhment of thoſe who are ſo wicked 
as to hate him by practiſing idolatry, ſhall reach 
even to their children and deſcendants through 
ſeveral generations: and indeed, we often fee, 
that children and grandchildren & ſuffer very 
grievouſly in many reſpects, for the ſins of their 
parents. But though God is obliged to punith 
wickedneſs, he is much more inclined to reward 
the good; and therefore he adds, that he will 
ſhew mercy unto thouſands in them that love him 
and keep his commandments. He will bleſs them, 
and their children after them, who love him ard 
keep his laws; he will be merciful to them in 
this life and in the next, even to all eternity. 


The third commandment is, T hou alt not take 
the name of the Lord thy God in wain- for the 
Lord will not hold him guiltleſs that taketh his 
name in vain, —To take God's name in vain 
means, either to ſwear falſely by his name, or to 
make uſe of it lightly and without due reſpect in 
common diſcourſe : all profane curſing and 
ſwearing is therefore poſitively forbidden; and — 


God declares, that he will not Held them guzltleſs 
that | 
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that do it; that is, he will look upon them as 
guilty of a very grievous ſin. 


In the fourth commandment, we are ordered, 
to remember to keep holy the ſabbath-day, or the 
day of reſt, for that is the meaning of the word 
ſabbath. Six days in the week we are allowed to 
labor, and to do all that we have to do, all our bu- 
ſineſs of every kind: but the ſeventh day is the ſab- 
bath of the Lord our God, the day which he has 
appointed to be kept holy and free from labor, 


In it therefore we are to de no manner of work, 


nothing but what is abſolutely neceſfary ; nei- 


ther we ourſelves, our children, ſervants, or. cat- 
tle, nor the ſtranger that is within our gates, that 
is, any other perſon who happens to live with us. 
Towards the end of the commandment, God is 
| pleaſed to give the reaſon why he ordained a reſt 
from labor every ſeventh day : for in ſix days the 
Lord made Heaven and earth, the ſea, and all 
that in them is, and reſted the ſeventh day. The 
Almighty, who with the ſame eaſe could have 
formed every thing in a moment, was pleaſed to 
employ ſix days in the wonderful work of the 
creation; in making the heavens and the earth, 
and the fea and all that in them is; that is, every 
created thing of every kind that is contained in 
them: and he reſted the ſeventh day; which does 
not mean, that God could want to reſt, but that 
| | he 
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he ceaſed or left off what he had been doing. 
IV herefore the Lord bleſſed the ſeventh day and hal- 
lowed it : upon this account therefore, that the 
great bleſſing of creation might be for ever kept in 
remembrance, he bleſſed the ſeventh day and hal- 
lowed it, that is, he ſeparated it from other days, 
and made it holy. Nothing therefore can be 
plainer, than that it is our duty to keep this day 
holy, and to employ it chiefly in worſhipping. 

and praiſing God. I muſt juſt inform you, that 

chriſtians have always kept the ſabbath on the ff 
day of the week inſtead of the ſeventh, becauſe 
on the fir/? day, our Saviour roſe again from the 
dead; which was a much greater bleſſing to us, 
than even the creation itſelf. 


W read in the book of Exodus, that God 
gave the commandments to Moſes, written upon 
two tables of ſtone ; one of the tables being ſup- 
poſed to contain the four firſt commandments, 
which relate to our duty to God; the other con- 
taining the ſix laſt commandments, which ſhew 
us our duty to our neighbor. 


Wx have conſidered the four firſt, and are 
now to go on to the ſecond table, which begins 
with the fifth commandment, honor thy father 
and thy mother, that thy days may be long in the 
land which the Lord thy God giveth thee, —By 
| this 


CHURCH CATECHISM EXPLAINED. 23 


this commandment we are ſtrictly bound to love, 
and reſpec our parents, and if they are in neceſ- 
ſity, to endeavour to ſupport them to the beſt of 
our power. And ſurely we cannot do leſs, con- 
ſidering the great care and tenderneſs they ſhewed 


to us, during our helpleſs ſtate of infancy and 


childhood, But beſides our natural parents, we 
are taught by this commandment, to ſhew due 
honor and reſpe to all our ſuperiors, thoſe who 
are placed above us in life: whether they be go- 
vernors, to rule over us; inſtructors, to teach 
us our duty; maſters and miſtreſſes, whom we 
are to ſerve; or perſons, whoſe age and know- 
ledge are much greater than our own. God was 
pleaſed to add a promiſe to this commandment, 
that thy days may be long in the land which the 
Lord thy Ged giveth thee, This promiſe of length 
of days, or long life, relates in the firſt place to 
the children of Iſrael, who, at the time this law 
was given, were juſt going to take poſſeſſion of 
the promited land, which the Lord their God 
gave them. As to vs Chriſtians, if we obey 
God's laws, and this commandment in particu- 
lar, we may be aſſured that it will procure us 
God's bleſſing and abundant happineſs, while we 
live; but even if that ſhould not be the cafe, the 
bleſſing of eternal life belongs to thoſe, who love 
God and keep his commandments. ” 
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he ceaſed or left off what he had been doing. 
Wherefore the Lord bleſſed the ſeventh day and hal- 
lowed it : upon this account therefore, that the 
great bleſſing of creation might be for ever kept in 
remembrance, he bleſſed the ſeventh day and hal- 
Iowed it, that is, he ſeparated it from other days, 
and made it holy, Nothing therefore can be 
plainer, than that it is our duty to keep this day 
holy, and to employ it chiefly in worſhipping. 
and praiſing God. I muſt juſt inform you, that 
chriſtians have always kept the ſabbath on the fr /? 
day of the week inſtead of the ſeventh, becauſe 
on the fir day, our Saviour roſe again from the 
dead; which was a much greater bleſſing to us, 
than even the creation itſelf. 


Wx read in the book of Exodus, that God 
gave the commandments to Moſes, written upon- 
two tables of ſtone ; one of the tables being fup- 
poſed to contain the four firſt commandments, 
which relate to our duty to God; the other con- 
taining the ſix laſt commandments, which ſhew 
us our duty to our neighbor. 


We have conſidered the four firſt, and are 
now to go on to the ſecond table, which begins 
with the fifth commandment, Honor thy father 
and thy mother, that thy days may be long in the 
land which the Lord thy God giveth thee. By 
this 
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this commandment we are ſtrictiy bound to love, 
and reſpect our parents, and if they are in neceſ- 
ſity, to endeavour to ſupport them to the beſt of 
our power. And ſurely we cannot do leſs, con- 
ſidering the great care and tenderneſs they ſhewed 
to us, during our helpleſs ſtate of infancy and 
childhood. But beſides our natural parents, we 
are taught by this commandment, to ſhew due 


honor and reſpect to all our ſuperiors, thoſe who 


are placed above us in life: whether they be go- 


vernors, to rule over us; inſtructors, to teact+ 


are to ſerve; or perſons, whoſe age and know-. 


ledge are much greater than our own. God was 


pleaſed to add a promiſe to this commandment, 
that thy days may be long in the land which the 
Lord thy Ged giveth thee, This promiſe of length 
of days, or long life, relates in the nrſt place to 
the children of Iſrael, who, at the time this law 


was given, were juſt going to take poſſeſſion of 
the promiſed land, which the Lord their God 
gave them. As to 1s Chriſtians, if we obey 


God's laws, and this commandment in particu- 
lar, we may be aſſured that it will procure ug 
God's bleſſing and abundant happineſs, while we 
live; but even if that ſhould not be the cafe, the 
bleſſing of eternal life belongs to thoſe, who love 


God and keep his commandments. | 
ps THE 
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us our duty; maſters and miſtreſſes, whom we 
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THe ſixth commandment is, T hou ſhalt do no 
murder, — This commandment ſtrictly forbids us, 
by any unlawful means to take away a perſon's 
life : we are therefore bound by it, not to injure 

our neighbour in any reſpect, by indulging a ſpi- 
Pq rit of envy, malice, or revenge againſt him ; or 
do be guilty of any act, which, by degrees, may 
end in the ſhortening of his life. And if we muſt 
not injure our neighbour, it is ſurely our duty to 
do him all the good we can, by being kind and 
tender-hearted to one another, charitable to thoſe 
who want our aſſiſtance; by being meek and pa- 
tient, humble and inoffenſive towards all men. 


F 


TE feventh commandment is, thou ſhalt not 
commit adultery.—Adultery is that crime, which 
a married perſon is guilty of, who breaks the 
marriage-vow by a ſinful connexion with any 
other perſon, Whoever commits it, beſides of- 

fending againſt the poſitive law of God, injures 
his own character, does great miſchief to his fa- 
mily, and makes another perſon partaker of his 
crime. Beſides the fin of adultery properly fo 
called, fornication and all uncleanneſs are for- 
bidden by this commandment : and our duty is, 
to be ſober and chaſte, and to reſtrain our wan- 
dering thoughts and deſires, leſt they ſhould lead 
us to the commiſſion of this fin. Young men 


and women ſhould be very watchful over their 
: f paſ- 
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paſſions, and ſtrictly guard againſt the firſt ap- 
proaches of vice; for the loſs of their virtue will 
not only injure their character, but if once they 
leave the path of decency and order, they will, 


too probably, be led on from one ſtep to another, 
till they involve themſelves in miſery and ruin. 


Tur eighth eommandment is, Thou ſhalt not 
ſteal.— By this we are forbidden to take any thing 
that belongs to another perſon, whether the value 
of it be ſmall or great, or whether the means we 
uſe to get it, be open violence, ſecret theft, or 
deceit and fraud. On the contrary, we are 
hereby required to be ſtrictly juſt and honeſt in 
all our dealings, and never to do to another, what 
we would wiſh might not be done to us. 


By the ninth commandment we are forbidderr 
to bear falſe witneſs againſt our neighbour ;, that is, 
we muſt not bring falſe evidence or teſtimony 
againſt any one in a court of juſtice : neither muſt 
wee be guilty of ſpreading falfe and ſlanderous re- 
ports againſt him, whether it be done with the 
intent of injuring his character, or merely out of 
wanton ſport and paſtime, . 


Trex tend commandtent is, 1 Halt not 
covet thy neigbbour's houſe, thou ſhalt not covet thy 
neighbour's wife, nor his fervant, nar his maid, 
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nor his ox, nor his aſs, nor any thing that is his,— 
The former commandments, relating to our 


Neighbour, forbid us to injure him in any de- 


gree, either in reſpect to his life, his family, his 
property, or his character; and are intended to 
hinder us from doing any wicked actions: this 
laſt commandment is meant to check and reſtrain 
our very thoughts, and defires, fo that we ſhould 
not covet, that is, eagerly long for, or deſire, any 
thing that belongs to our neighbour ; neither his 
houſe nor his wife, neither his ſervants nor his 
eattle; ver any thing that is bis, nothing what- 


ever that belongs to him. Now the reaſon of 
this commandment is plain: for if we were left 


at liberty to indulge our covetous wiſhes and de- 
fires as much as we pleaſed, we ſhould quickly be 
hurried on. to ſinful actions: whereas the Al- 
mighty, by ſtrictly commanding us to curb and 
refrain our thoughts and wiſhes, kindly checks 
our inclination to fig at the firſt beginning, It 
is our. duty therefore to be always upon our 


guard, to watch the firſt motions ef our hearts, 


and in reſpect to this and all the other command- 
ments, to beſeech God to have mercy upon us, and 
incline our hearts to keep his laws. 


Tn next queſtion in the catechiſm is, what 
doft thou chiefly learn by theſe commandmerts? 
What are the principal things which they teach 

you 
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you to praiſe or to avoid?—You anſwer, 7 

learn two things, my duty towards God, and my 
duty towards my neighbour. All the duties con- 
tained in the commandments relate either to- 
God or to our neighbour. In going through the 
commandments, 1 have already explained the: 
chief things contained in the two next anſwers, 
which will, nevertheleſs, require ſome farther ex-- 
planation. | 


You are aſked, what is thy duty towards Gd? 
The anſwer is, my duty towards God is, to believe 
in him, as the creator and wiſe governor of the 
world: fe fear him, as the avenger of all wick- 
edneſs, and therefore to be careful never to offend - 
him: — to love him with all my mind, with all my 
foul, and with all my ſtrength; that is, to let 
your love to him take place of your love to every 
thing elſe, and to employ your whole faculties of 
ſoul and body, in ſhewing every inſtance of that 

love in your power: — 0 worſhip him, by con- 
ſtantly praying to him for every thing you 
want: — to give him thanks, for all the. bleſſings 
he is every day beſtowing upon you: — to put my 
whole truſt in him, as in one, who is infinitely 
more able and more willing to aſſiſt you, than 
any perſon in this world can ever be: to call zpon 
Vim for his gracious aſſiſtance, both in the hour 
of temptation, and in the time of diſtreſs: 
: C23 honor 
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honor his holy name and his word, to reverence 
him and every thing related to his ſervice, eſpe- 
cially the holy ſcriptures, which contain his word 
and his will: — ud to ſerve him truly all the days 
of my life; heartily and ſincerely to ſerve God 
and obey his laws, during the whole courſe of 


your life. 


THESE are the principal parts of your duty to 


God, and contain the ſubſtance of the four firſt 


commandments, or the firſt table of the law, 


Tux next queſtion is, what is thy duty towards 
thy neighbour *—To underſtand this, you muſt 
remember, that the word neighbour does not 
mean only thoſe who live near you, but every 
perſon with whom you can have any concern in 
any of the duties of liſe. Firſt then, your duty 
towards your neighbour is to love him as yourſelf, 
and to do to all men as you would they ſhould do unto 
you, As all mankind may in ſome reſpects be 
looked upon as brethren, being deſcended from 
the fame common parent, and redeemed by the 
fame Lord and Saviour; you are to endeavour to 
love others in the ſame manner as you love your- 
ſelf; and you muſt do to them juſt the ſame, as 
you could with they ſhould do to you, if you were 
in their place, and they were in yours. This is 
called the e rule, and indeed, it well de- 
ſerves 
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ſerves to be written in letters of gold: if you learn | 


to practiſe it, you will be ſure to be happy your- 
ſelf, and to make others ſo likewiſe, —You are 
alſo to love, honor, and ſuccour your father and 
mother; to ſhew them every degree of kindneſs, 
and reſpect, and to 4% them when they want it, 
for that is the meaning of the word ſuccour.—Tg 
honor and obey the King, and all that are put in 
authority under him: to reſpect and ſubmit to 
kim as your lawful governor, and to obey thoſe 
magiſtrates and officers, whom he has appointed 
to execute the laws.—To ſubmit yourſelf to all 
your governors, teachers, ſpiritual paſtors and maſ- 
ters: It is your particular duty, while you are 
young, to follow the orders and directions of 
_ thoſe, 'whoſe buſineſs it is to guide your youth, 
and to teach you your duty; whether they be 
your ſpiritual paſtors, that is, the elergy, who are 
to inſtruct you in religion; or any other maſters, 
who are to teach you whatever elſe it be neceſſary 
for you to learn. —To order yourſelf lowly and re- 
werently to all your betters + you muſt behave in a 
decent, humble-manner to all who are placed in a 
higher rank and ſtation than yourſelf, as well as 
to thoſe, whoſe knowledge and abilities ſet them 
above you. —To hurt nobody by word or Weed : you 
muſt never injure any perſon, either by ſpeaking 
ill of them, or by doing harm to them in any 
kind of way whatever. 70 be true and juſt in all 
your 
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your dealings : whatever buſineſs or dealings you 
have with other people, you muſt ſtriftly follow 
the rules of truth, juſtice, and honeſty ; and ſcorn 
to cheat or impoſe upon them. To bear no malice 
nor hatred in your heart : if you have a diſpute or 
quarrel with any one, you muſt baniſh from your 
heart all ſecret hatred or malice againſt them, be- 
ing ever ready to forgive others, as you hope to 
be forgiven by God.—To keep your hands from 
picking. and flealing, and your tongue from evil 
ſpeaking, lying, and flandering : you muſt upon 
no account take away any thing that belongs to 
another, how little ſoever the value of it may be, 
either by. openly robbing him of his pro- 
perty, or by privately ſtealing it from him. 
And you muſt alſo ſo govern your words, as 
never to ſpeak evil of your neighbour, nor ſay any 
thing that is not true, nor raiſe or ſpread any 
ſlanderous repoi ts againſt him.— To keep your body 
in temperance, ſobernefs, and chaſitty : in reſpect 
to yourſelf, you muſt keep your natural appetites 
in due ſubjection, and never tranigreſs the rules 
of temperance, either by eating too much, by 
drinking to exceſs, or by indulging any impure 
and ſinful deſires.— Not to covet nor deſire other 
men's goods, but to learn and labour truly to get yqur 
ewn living, and to do your duty in that ſlate of life, 
into which it all pleaſe God to call you. Laſtly, 

| | in 
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order to keep yourſelf truly honeſt-and contented, 
you muſt not indulge any with or deſire of poſ- 
ſeſſing what belongs to another perſon : if you are 
in a low ſtation of life, you muſt early learn 
to be diligent and induſtrious, that you may be 
able to maintain yourſelf, and thoſe belonging to 
you: and in whatever ſtation it ſhall pleaſe God 
to place you, whether high or low, rich or poor, 


you mult reſolve to do your duty in that ſtate o 


* utmoſt of your power. 


Tn are the chief points of your aw to 


your neighbour as well as, to yourſelf, and contain 
the ſubſtance of the ſix laſt * or 
the ſecond table of the law. 


ArTxR the commandments, and the expla- 
nation of them with reſpect to our duty to God 
and our neighbour, the Catechiſm goes on in 
theſe words: My good Child, know this, that 
| thouart not able to do theſe things of thyſelf, nor to 
Wall in the commandments of God, and to ſerve 
him, without his ſpecial grace; which thou muſt 
learn at all times to call for by diligent prayer. 
That is to ſay, in other words; we are fo apt to 
fall into fin, and ſo unable of ourſelves to ob- 
ſerve and practice the laws of God; that it is ne- 
ceſſary for us to beg his help, and the gracicus aſ- 
ſiſtance of his holy ſpirit; which he has pro- 
miſed 


— 


. 
1 * e 7 yy 8 1 
+ o * * 1 — 9 = * 7 i P E. 
* 9+ as _—_ a v ——_—_ 6 18 4 — 4 Lo Was nt tr — * SC ISS _ N N 8 N ” , 1 99 6 4 a a v N , b y P 5 . 
E 2 x" 8 * 2 — 9 a e - EE 3 8 n F A ͤ K v, re A IT P 
P . n r a ERA . ONES „ n A A Ho rn OI re o R | 
2 p _—_ - ac 3x. ad. 8 q - W —— £ — e * * rt. os FROY Fe : f © * 2 55 2 r >: 22 —— — 2 © PAs - 2 ler eee, i Fs 2 — 2 8 ; 4 
\ 


n 


3z CHURCH CATECHISM EXPLAINED. 


miĩſed to give us, if we diligently and earneſtly 


aſk it of him in prayer. Now our Saviour him- 
ſelf has taught us a prayer, which is therefore 
called the Lord's prayer, and is a model or pat- 
tern for us to follow in our devotions. The an- 
ſwer, following the Lord's prayer, contains an 
explanation of ſome parts of it; but before | con- 
fider that, I ſhall explain the words of the prayer 


itſelf. 


Our Father which art in Heaven :—God Al- 
mighty, who dwells in Heaven, allows us ſinful 
creatures to addreſs him by the tender name of 


_ Father ; becauſe he not only created us, but 


conſtantly ſupports and protects us, and has 
adopted, or made us his children through Jeſus 


Chriſt.— In the firſt place, we pray that his name 


may be hallowed ; that is, that all due honor and 
glory may be paid to him by us and all mankind; 
and that we may ſhew a proper reſpect and re- 
verence to every thing that belongs to him and 
his ſervice ; his word, his laws, his church, and 
his miniſters. —T by. kingdom come :— The king- 
dom of God means, either his kingdom of grace 
here, or his kingdom of glory hereafter : we pray 
therefore that his power may be eſtabliſhed by the 
increaſe of true religion in this world; and that 
he would haſten his coming to reward his faithful 
ſervants in the next.— Thy will be done in earth 

| as 
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45 it is in Heaven :—the will of God is made 
known by his word ; we frail, imperfect crea- 
' tures are not able completely to fulfil it, but we 
| ought to pray and endeayour to do it, and therein 
to imitate the bleſſed angels in Heaven, * whe do 
his pleaſure and hearken unto the voice of his 
word,—Give us this day our daily bread :—the 


word bread, here, means all the neceſſaries of life * 


and as we depend upon the bounty of God for 
our daily ſupport, ſo ought we every day to put 
up our prayers to him for a continuance of it, 
and humbly to beg his aſſiſtance for the ſupply 
of our wants, both ſpiritual and temporal.— 


And forgive us our treſpaſſes as we forgive them 


that treſpaſs againſt us :—ſinners as we are, we 
ſtand in continual need of God's pardon of our 
ſins, nor can we expect that he ſhould forgive 
us, unleſs we forgive the treſpaſſes or faults of 
others, committed againſt us; and we ſhould al- 
ways remember, that in theſe very words we beg 
his forgiveneſs, only upon condition of our for- 
giving others. And lead us not into temptation ;— 

we are placed here in a ſtate of trial, and muſt 
be conſtantly upon our guard againſt the variety 


of temptations which attack us: when we pray 
God not to lead us into temptation, we mean that 


he would be pleaſed not to place us in ſituations 
dangerous to our virtue, nor ſuffer us to be 


* Pſalm .ciii, 20, 21. 
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tempted above what we are able to bear: and we 
may depend upon it, that whenever we do our 
utmoſt to reſiſt any temptation, God will always 
ſtrengthen us by his grace and holy ſpirit, ſo as to 
enable us to overcome it.— But deliver us from 
evil. — the word evil, here, means either the evil 
of ſin, or any calamity or misfortune, to which we 
are ſubject, and from which we pray God to de- 
fend and deliver us: or it may mean the evil one, 
that is, the Devil, from whoſe malice and wicked 
attacks we conſtantly need God's deliverance and 
aſſiſtance.— For thine is the kingdom, and the 
' power, and the glory, for ever and ever, Amen.— 
Theſe words are a proper concluſion of this di- 
vine prayer; and they contain an acknowledge- 
ment of the glorious perfections of Almighty | 
God, whoſe kingdom ruleth over all, to whoſe 
awer all things are in ſubjection, and whoſe 
glory we muſt all endeayour to promote by our 
obedience here, that we may be counted worthy 
to praiſe him to all eternity, even for ever and 
ever. The word amen, 1 told you, ſignifies 
ſurely or verily, ſo be it, or be it ſo, and means 
that we heartily wiſh and defire what we pray 
for.—Let me obſerve one thing to you: as you 
was taught this prayer when you was very young, 
and before you could underſtand.the meaning of 
it; now you do underſtand it, you muſt never 


repeat this or any other prayer without proper 
| | atten- 
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attention; that the thoughts of your heart may 
keep pace with the motion of your lips ; and ſo 
God will give a bleſſing to your prayers. 


AFTER the Lord's prayer in the catechiſm, 
there follows a kind of explanation of ſome parts 
of it. I have ſo fully explained the prayer itſelt, 
that I need only point out to you the words in 
this explanation, which relate to the ſeveral parts 
of the prayer. The queſtion is, what defireft thor 
of God in this prayer? What are the things which 
you particularly beg of God when you fay this 
prayer? — I defire my Lord God our Heavenly Fa- 
ther OUR FATHER WHICH ART IN HEAVEN 
who is the giver of all goodneſs; from whom we re- 
ceive all the good things that we enjoy :—to ſend 
his grace unto me and to all people; that he would 
be graciouſly pleaſed fo to diſpoſe the hearts of us 
all; that we may worſhip him, ferve him, and obey 
him, as we ought to do: that his name may be 
hallowed, that his kingdom may come, and his 
wall be done in earth, as perfectly as it is done in 
Heaven. — And I pray unto God, that he will ſend 
1s all things that be needful both for our ſouls and 
bodies that he will give us this day our daily 
bread.— And that he will be merciful unto us, and 
forgive us our ſins :—forgive us our treſpaſſes as we 
forgive them that trejpaſ againſt us, — And that it 
will pleaſe bim to ſave and de * us in all dangers 

D S 


38 CHURCH CATECHISM EXPLAINED. 


ghoſtly and bodily —that he will not lead us inte 
temptations, but will be pleaſed to protect us 
from them; whether they be bodily, that is, ſuited 
to the natural appetites and deſires of our bodies; 
or gho/tly, that is, Spiritual, ſuch as aſſault and 
hurt the ſoul.— And that he will keep us from all 
ſin and wickedneſs, and from our ghoſtly enemy, and 
from everlaſiing death :—that he will deliver us 
Jrom evil of every kind; both from the evil of 
in, and the evil of our gh or ſpiritual enemy 
the Devil; and from the greateſt of all evils, ram 
everlaſting death, the eternal puniſhment of ſoul 
and body in hell. And this I truft he will do of 
his mercy and goodneſs, through our Lord Teſus 
Chrift : for the obtaining of all thoſe bleſſings and _ 
the avoiding of all theſe dangers, I depend en- 
tirely upon the merciful goodneſs of Almighty * 
God, through the merits of our bleſſed Saviour 
and Redeemer. And therefore I ſay Amen : ſo be 
it: upon which account, I give my hearty aſſent 
to all that I have prayed for, and earneſtly beg of 
God that it may be ſo. | 


IT has been often obſerved, that this anſwer 
is more difficult both to learn and to underſtand, 
than any other in the catechiſm : it would be 
much eaſier, if it were compared with the Lord's 
prayer, and pointed out to children, merely as 
an explanation of the ſeyeral petitions « contained 
in that prayer. 


You. 
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You are now come to the laſt part of the ca- 


techiſm, which relates to the ſacraments: and 


the firſt queſtion is, How many ſacraments hath 
Chrift ordained in his church © How many has 
he appointed, which he requires all his followers 
and the members of his church to partake of? 
Two only, as generally neceſſary to faluation ; that 
is to ſay, baptiſm, and the ſupper of the Lord. He 
has appointed only two, as commonly neceſſary 
to the ſalvation of all men ; namely, baptiſm, and. 
the Lord's Supper, or the Holy Communion. 


What meaneſt thou by this word Sacrament 9— 
I mean an outward and viſible fign of an inward 
and ſpiritual grace given unto us. A ſacrament is 
a ſacred and ſolemn engagement, by which God. 
is pleaſed to beſtow a bleſſing upon us, and we 
ſtrictly bind ourſelves to our duty to him: a fa- 


crament muſt alſo conſiſt of two parts, an outward 
and viſible ſign, a plain outward mark or token, 
(ſuch as water in baptiſm, and bread and wine in 


the Lord's ſupper) aud an inward and fpiritual 


grace given unto us, à ſpiritual grace and bleſſing: 


| beſtowed oh God upon our ſouls. 


IT is alſo neceſſary chat a ſacrament be or- 


dained, or appointed by Chrift himſelf, as baptiſm 
and the Lord's ſupper undoubtedly were; and 


they are a means by which. we receive the ſame 3 
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that is, it is by means of the ſacraments that we 
receive this /ame grace and bleſſing from God: 
and they are a pledge to aſſure us thereof; the ſa- 
craments are a ſure mark and token, or a kind 

of earneſt, that we ſhall not fail to reccive God's 

grace. | 


Hot mary parts are there in a ſacrament —_ 
T wo : the outward viſible ſign, which we ſee and 
perceive with our outward ſenſes; andthe inward. , 
and ſpiritual grace, which cleanſes and nourifhes 
the ſoul. 


Ill bat is the eutward and viſible fign, or form, 
in baptiſm *—The outward ſign of this ſacrament 
is pure water, where the perſon is baptized z and 
tae ſerm of words made uſe of at the time of bap- 
tiſm is, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Hloly Ghoſt ; theſe being the very words 
which our Saviour appointed to be uſed, and 
which imply our being hereby devoted to the 
ſervice of the Holy Trinity. 


pat is the inward and foiritual grace If 
water is the outward part of the ſacrament of 
-aptiſm, what is the inward grace or bleſſing, 
which it conveys to us ?—It docs indeed convey 
to us a bleſſing of the greateſt value, even a death 
unte fon, and @ new birth unto righteouſneſs : when 
We 
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we are baptized, we become, as it were, dead to 
fin, being reſolved to be no longer ſervants to it : 
and thus we are born again, as it were, and bind 
ourſelves: to be the ſervants of righteouſneſs. 
For being by nature born in ſin, and #he children 
HF wrath, our very nature being corrupt, and ex- 
poſing us to the anger and puniſhment of God. 
 40e are hereby made the children of grace; by 
means of baptiſm we are reſtored to God's favor, 


. and are put into a way of oi eternal life 


and happineſs. 


That. is required of perſons to be baptized —— 


As therefore baptiſm conveys: to us ſo great a. 


bleſſing, and is ſo neceſſary for all perſons; what 
is required of thoſe who intend to be baptized ?— 


Repentance, whereby they forſake fin ; and faith, 


whereby they tedfaſily believe the promiſes of God 
made to them in that ſacrament. The two chicf 


things, in order to qualify or fit us for baptiſm, . 


are repentance and faith e repentance, by which 
we forſake our fins. and reſolve to amend our 
lives; and faith, by which we believe, and 
fully truſt in, thoſe promiſes of pardon and fal- 
vation, which God has made o the due per- 
formance of this ſacrament. 


Why then are infants baptized, when by reaſon 
ef their tender age they cannot perform them: —If 
D 43 repentance 
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repentance and faith are ſo neceary to fit us for 
baptiſm, what is the reaſon that infants are per- 
mitted to be baptized; when, upon account of 
their early years, they are neither capable of per- 
forming the promiſes that are required of them, 
nor of underſtanding any thing about them? 
Becauſe they promiſe them both by their fureties 
they promiſe both repentance and faith by their 
ſureties or ſecurities, namely, their godfathers 
and godmothers ; who are ſecurities to the church 
for the children's future performance of this pros 
miſe. M hich promiſe, when they come to age, 

themſetoes are bound to perform. They themſelves 
are fully bound and obliged to perform this pro- 
miſe, when they are of a proper age to underſtand 
the nature and obligations of it. 


I musT here obſerve two things to you; firit, 
that godfathers and godmothers, who make this 
folemn promiſe in the name of children, wuſt take 
all the care in their power to ſee that they per- 
form it ; ſo that if the parents are unable, or neg- 
lect to do their duty, the godiathers and god- 
mothers are obliged to inſtruct the eee in 
the important duties of a Chriſtian. 


** 


SECONDLY, you yourſelf muſt never forget the 
ſtrong obligations you are under to obſerve this 
folemn promiſe, Which was made in your name; 

„„ you 


<3 
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ye u muſt reſolve to avoid every fin, and de prac- 
tife every duty: and when you are of à proper 
age, you will be brought to the Biſhop for Con- 


firmation, when you muſt take this promiſe upon 


yourſelf ; and he will confirm you in all your good 


reſolutions, and will beg of God to ſend his bleſ- 


ſing upon you. 


* 


So much for the ſacrament of baptiſm : the 
next queſtion is, Ny was the ſacrament of the 
Lord's Supper ordained *—For what purpoſe cid 
cur Saviour command us to celebrate the holy 
communion ?— For the continual remembrance of 
the facrifice of the death of Chrift, and of the 
benefits which we receive thereby. The Lord's 
Supper was appointed, that we might be con- 


ſtantly put in mind of the death of our bleſſed 
Lord; who, ke a pure unſpotted lamb upon the 


altar, was ſacrificed for us: and that we might 
continually remember thoſe precious benefits of 


pardon and ſalvation, which we receive thereby, 


that is, by his death. 

W. hat is the outward part or ſign of the Lord's 
Supper *—As a facrament conſiſts of two parts, 
the one outward and viſible, the other inward 
and ſpiritual, what is the outward part in the 
holy communion ?—-Bread and wine which the 
Lord hath commanded to be received. As water 
is the outward part in baptiſm, ſo bread and wine 

| are 


— 


1 — Dn 5 3 
r 1 (EIT Ng” 


N F * 7 
— ä 5 7 1 7 8 
: £ . P * 
. FR LO R 


* 


e . 
—— / * 


Pe, 


n 


n 


1 


um 
1 


Wins fa 9 


bw. 
„ 
$] 
1 
©. 
E 
1 
Lo 
4 
A 
4 
| 
»Y 
. 1 
1 


44 CHURCH CATECHISM EXPLAINED. 


are the outward part, which we ſee and perceive- 
WW = with our outward ſenſes, in the Lord's ſupper : 
and theſe two, our Lord has commanded all 
faithful Chriſtians to partake of, in remembrance - 


r 


— —— 2 ——ñä 2 Y 


1 1 of his death ; when his body was broken, as 
= breadis; and his blood was ſpilt, like wine. 

9 dat is the imward part, or the thing fgniſied, 
1 and repreſented by the outward part? The body 


and blood of Chriſt, which are verily and indeed 
taken and received by the faithful in the Lord's 
Supper. The bread and wine repreſent the body 
and blood of Chriſt, which are verily and indeed. 
taken and received; that is, which body and. 
blood are eaten and drunk in a ſpiritual manner 
if by thoſe perſons, whopartake of this holy ſacra- 
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| b ment with faith. The bread and wine cannot 

[ i actually be changed into the very body and blood 
| Ml of Chriſt; it is faith and devotion which give 
1 them the efficacy, and convey to us the benefits, 


of his real body and blood. 


] bat are the benefits, whereof we-are partakers- 
thereby — What are the peculiar benefits and 
advantages, which are conveyed to us by this ſa- 
crament ?—The flrengthening and refreſhing of our.” 
ſouls by the body and blood of Chriſt, as our bodies 
are by the bread and wine, In the fame manner 


as bread and wine are a proper food and nouriſh. | 
ment: 
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ment for the body, to ſtrengthen it for labor, 
and to refreth it when it is weary; ſo the body 
and blood of Chriſt become, to the worthy re- 
ceiver of them, the ſtrength and refreſhment of his 
foul ; aſſuring him of the pardon of his ſins, and 


> 


enabling him to continue ſtedfaſt in the practice 
ef his duty. 


I hat i. required of them who came to the Lord's 
gapper? How are thoſe perſons to prepare them- 
ſelves, who with to receive the holy communion, 
and to partake of theſe valuable beneſits ?!—T9 ex- 
amine themſelves, whether they repent them truly 
#f ihetr former fins, ledfaſtly purpeſing to lead a 
uew life, have a lively faith in God's mercy through 
Chriſt, with a thankful remembrance of his death, 
and to be in charity with ail men. Firſt then, 
they, who come to to the Lord's Supper, muſt 
examine themſelves whether they repent them truly 
of their former ſms ; they muſt look back into 
their paſt lives, ſincerely repent and be heartily 
ſorry for all their former. ſins; and beg Gcd's 
pardon and forgiveneſs of them. —Secondly, they 
mult /edfa/tly purpoſe io lead a new hfe; they 
muſt reſolve, not only to forſake their for- 
ner fins, but to enter upon a new courle of life, 
and to do the whole of their duty to the beſt of 
their power. — Thirdly, they muſt have a lives 
Jaith in God's mercy thraugh Chriſt: having ear- 
neſtly 
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neftly begged the forgiveneſs of God, they muſt 
fully truſt in his mercy for it ; entirely believing, 
that he will pardon all their fins for the fake of 
our bleſſed redeemer. —Fourthly, with a thank- 

ful remembrance of his death: this was the parti- 

cular deſign of our Saviour, when he faid theſe 
words, do this in remembrance of me : they there- 
fore, who come to the Lord's Supper, muſt lift 

up their hearts with all the gratitude they are ca- 
pable of, and be truly thankful for the bitter death- 
and ſufferings, which the Sort 'of God endured 
for their ſakes. —Laſtly, they muft be in charity 
with all men this is at all times one of the prin- 
cipal duties of Chriſtians; but when they ap- 
proach the Lord's table, to celebrate his great love 

to men, they muſt lay aſide all malice and ill- 

will; their hearts muſt be full of love and charity 
to all men, and they muſt reſolve to do to 
others, whatſoever they would that men ſhouid- 
do to them. 5 


TRESsE five qualifications are neceſſary to make 

a worthy receiver; nor indeed can any man be a 
good Chriſtian, who does not live in the conſtant 
practice of them: for, after all, the beſt prepara- 
tion for the holy communion, is a good life; and 
they, who lead ſuch a life, are fit to receive it 
without any warning: and it is highly proper that 
young people, who are well - diſpoſed and have. 
| been 


CHURCH CATECHISM EXPLAINED. 4y 


been taught their duty, ſhould be brought early 
to this holy ſacrament; as it will be the beſt 
means of confirming their good reſolutions, and 
of keeping them in a conſtant habit of piety and 
virtue, 1 / 

I Have now gone through the whole of the 
-Church Catechiſm, and have endeavoured to ex- 
plain it to you in the ſimpleſt and plaineſt words I 
could find : if you ſeriouſly attend to it, it will be 
a means of enabling you to underſtand your 
duty : but remember, that knowledge is a vain 
thing, unleſs we practiſæ what we know. You 
are of an age in ſome meaſure to diſtinguiſh good 
from evil; to chuſe the one, and to refuſe the 
other: you will quickly go out into the world, 
here "temptations will conſtantly aſſault you, 
and wicked examples will be ready to ſeduce you: 
to prevent theſe evils, you muſt earneſtly relolve 
to do God's will in every thing, you muſt daily 
pray to him for his grace and aſſiſtance: in one 


word, you muſt * fear God, and keep his com- 


mandments, for that is the whole duty of man. 


'®% Eceleſ. xit. 134. 5 
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CONFIRMATION. 


My Younc FRIEND, 


— 


with reſpect to Confirmation, I ſhall follow 


the ſame rule I have done in the Catechiſm ; 


namely, to expreſs myſelf in the plaineſt and 
cleareit words I can find : and as the ſubject is of 
great importance to your comfort and happineſs 


in this life and in the next, I muſt beg of you to 


attend to it as ſeriouſly as you can. 


You have been often told, that when you Was 


baptized or chriſteneq, you entered into a cove- 
nant or agreement with God ; wherein God, on 


his part, promiſed, by the mouth of his miniſter, 


certain bleſſings and privileges ; and you, on your 
part, promiſed certain duties. Now as, at that 
time, you was a mere infant, and incapable either 
of thinking or ſpeaking ; your friends kindly un- 
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ADDRESS ON CONFIRMATION. ag 


dertook this covenant in your behalf and in your 
ſtead, and promiſed in your name, that you 
ſhould faithfully fulfil every part of it. 


Tux tinie is now come, when, from your age 
and the inſtructions that have been given you, you 
muſt be able, in ſome_' meaſure, to underſtand 
the nature of this agreement, 4nd the obligations 
you are under to take it, from henceforward, 
upon yourſelf. For this purpoſe, it will be pro- 
per for you to conſider two things: Firſt, what 
were the promiſes which your godfathers and 
godmothers made in your name; and ſecondly, 
whether you have hitherto performed theſe pro- 
miſes. | | ; 

As to the things which were promiſed in your 
name, your catechiſm informs you, that they did 
promiſe and vow three things : Firſt, that you 
ſhould renounce the Devil and all his works, the 
pomps and vanity of this wicked world, and all 
the ſinful luſts of the fleſh. Secondly, that you 
ſhould believe all the articles of the Chriſtian faith. 
And Thirdly, that you ſhould keep God's holy 
will and commandments, and walk in the fame 
all the days of your life. In other words they 
promiſed, that you ſhould renounce or forſake 
whatever God forbids, that you ſhould believe 


what he requires, and obey what he commands. 
E N This 


1 a 2 — 2 8 
WG 


e 


2 
— 


U nee — 
DD 


* — 


;s ADDRESS ON CONFIRMATION. 


This contains the whole of a Chriſtian's duty; 
and as you are now called upon to renew your 
Chriſtian engagements, and henceforth to lead 
your life in a truly Chriſtian manner, you muſt 
examine your heart and conſcience, whether you 
have, to the beſt of your power, performed theſe 
promiſes, made in your name: and if in any 
reſpect you have neglected your duty, or of what- 
ever faults you may have been guilty; you muſt 
heartily repent of them, humbly beg God's par- 
don, and firmly reſolve to amend your life for the 


future. f a 

IF therefore you have ever entertained un- 
worthy thoughts of God, or have taken. his 
name in vain, by uling it in common diſcourſe, 
or by profanely curſing and ſwearing—if you 
have ever negleCted to keep holy the ſabbath-day, 
either by playing, or improper amufements, or by 


not going conſtantly to Church, as you always 


ought to do both morning and evening—it you 
have ever been diſobedient to your parents, mal- 
ters, or miſtreſſes, and have not ſhewn that reſ- 
pect and ſubmiſſion to their authority which they 


have a right to require—if you have ever done 


any harm to your neighbour, either by injuring 
his perſon, or by ſlandering his reputation and. 
charater—if you have ever been guilty of drunk- 


ene 8, or of any indecencies, either 1 in thought, 
8 word, 
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word, or deed; and have in any degree tranſgreſſed 
that purity and chaſtity, which is required of 


every Chriſtian—if you have ever defrauded or 


cheated another, though it be but of the mereſt 
trifle ; or have allowed yourſelf to ſteal and pilfer, 
though it be but a bundle of wood—if you Have 
ever indulged any malice or hatred in your heart, 


or have neglected to ſhew that Kindneſs and for- 


bearance to others, which you expect, and are 
entitled to from them—if in any of theſe inſtances, 
or in any others, you are conſcious of having of- 
fended, let me beſeech you to repent of it from 
the bottom of your heart, to make firm reſolu- 
tions of future amendment, and heartily: to pray 
for God's aſſiſtance to enable you to go on in a 
truly Chriſtian courſe. ; 


* 


* 


From this time you will be more ſtrictly ac- 
countable to God for every part of your beha- 
vior; and however your parents, or your god- 
fathers and godmothers may have neglected to 
inſtruct you, (as they were bound to doto the ut- 


moſt of their power,) you_muſt_ henceforth be 


_ accountable for yourſelf, For conſider the ſo- 
lemn declaration which you make before the 
Biſhop at the time of your confirmation; when 
you declare that you do, in the preſence of Gad 
and of the congregation, renew the ſolemn pro- 
miſe and vow that was made in your name at 
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your baptiſm; acknowledging © yourfelf Bound to 
believe and to do all thoſe things, which your 
godfathe rs and godmothers then undertook for you. 
What a mockery then would it be of God, 
if, after making ſo ſolemn a promiſe, you ſhould 
negle& and deſpiſe it! If, having dedicated your- 
ſelf afreſh to God, you fhould forſake his ſervice, 
and give up yourſelf to do the works of the De 
vil ! I hope and truſt, you will never make ſo fad 
an end of ſo hopeful a beginning, 


Bor let me caution you to beware of thinking, 
that confirmation is a trifling thing, and that 
merely being of ſuch an age will qualify you to 
obtain the benefits of it, or that a thoughtleſs at- 
tendance upon the Biſhop will alone be ſufficient 
for that purpoſe. No—if you are indeed defirous 
of receiving benefit from it, you muſt be ſerous 
and hearty in your reſolutions to forſake every 
fin of every kind, and to lead your life as becomes 
thoſe, who have ſolemnly promiſed obedience to 


the goſpel. 


Tux ſetting out well in-life is a thing of very 
great importance; more ſo perhaps than you 
may imagine; for we are all ſtrangely guided by 
cuſtom and habit, and are yery apt to go on as 
we begin. If therefore you lay hold of this op- 


porturuty i to conſider what the being a Chriſtian 
requires 
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* 


requires of you, and can once accuſtom your 
mind to follow the plain rules of religion and ho- 
neſty; do not doubt that God will proſper your | 
endeavors, and enable you to continue his faith- 

ful ſervant : and then you will not fail to be 

happy both here and hereafter ; for godlineſs 

hath the promiſes of this life, as well as of that 

which is to come. 
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Bur if, « on the other hand, inſtead of im- 
proving this precious opportunity, you look upon | 
Confirmation as a mere matter of form, and the 
moment you are returned home, you forget all 
your good vows and promiſes ; fin and wicked- 
neſs will quickly get the better of you, you will | 
continually go on from bad to worſe, till at laſt ] 
you are unable even to repent. And do not ima- | 
gine that your ignorance will prove an excuſe for | 
your wickednets ; for though more is required of | 
thoſe, who have a larger ſhare of knowledge and |: 

greater opportunities of improvement ; yet none 
can be ignorant of the plain rules of a Chriſtian's 
duty, unleſs they ſhut their eyes and wilfully 
harden their hearts. 


N 


Sven being the happy conſequences of per- | 
forming your duty, and the danger of neglecting 
it being ſo great; TI hope you will not heſitate 0 
which courſe to purſue. And in order to keen 

EN you 
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1 j x you ſteady in your preſent good reſolutions, 1 a 
. 4 would adviſe you frequently to call to mind the © 
14 promiſes which were made for you at your bap- 

tiſm, and which from this time you muſt take 
upon yourſelf. Above all, when you are come 
to a proper underſtanding of your duty, be ſure to 

is prepare yourſelf for the Lord's Supper : a conſtant 

4 and devout attendance upon that ſacrament, will 

j\ contribute, more than any thing elſe, to 

1 ſtrengthen your faith in our bleſſed Redeemer, 

if and enable you to continue God's faithful ſervant 

[ to your life's end, 
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4 PRAYER which may be uſed before or 
Her CONFIRMATION. 


ALMIGHTY GOD, I humbly bleſs thy 
holy name for cauſing me to be inſtructed 

in my duty, and for inclining my heart to per- 
form it. Grant that I may never forget the vows 
and reſolutions which I have made, but that I 
may endeavor to ſerve thee more and more faith- 


fully. To this end, guide me, I beſeech thee, 


in the way wherein I ſhould go; teach me to 
flee all youthful luſts; to avoid evil company, 


and to practiſe ſincerely the duties of that ſtation, 


wherein thou ſhalt be pleaſed to place me. Let 
me be ſober and induſtrious, and willing to do' 
good to others, as far as is in my power. All 
this I humbly beg, for the ſake of our bleſſed Sa- 
viour and Redeemer, Jeſus Chriſt, Amen. 


— 


1 
" ” * 


A Larger Form of PRAYER for a Young 
Perſon. 


O ALMIGHTY GOD, I humbly bow my 
| knees before thy Divine Majeſty, under a 
deep ſenſe of my own unworthineſs, and of thy 
manifold and great mercies. Have mercy upon 
me, I beſeech thee, and forgive me all my fins: 
give me grace to flee all youthful luſts, and to 
remember thee my Creator in the days of my 
youth. I am come into a world full of ſnares 
and temptations, O!]! do thou fill me with the 
knowledge and love of thy truth, that it may 
keep me from the ways that lead to deſtruction. 
Bleſs me, O Lord, in my learning and buſineſs, 
and deliver me from ſloth and idleneſs, and ill 
company, and from all dangers both of body and 
foul. Shew me the way in which I ſhould walk; 
whilſt I am young, and grant that I may never 
depart from it. Bleſs to me, I pray thee, what- 
ever good inſtructions have at any time been 
given me; help me carefully to remember them, 
and ſeriouſly to practiſe them, that I may ever be 
growing in knowledge and in goodneſs. O Lord, 
I beſeech thee, keep me from all malicious and 
reproachful language, from all lving and ſlander- 
ing, and from all unjuſt and deceitful actions. 


Make 


. 
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Make me to walk before thee in uprightneſs, 
faithfulneſs and honeſty,, knowing that I ſhall 
be accountable to thee at the laſt day for 
every action of my life. I thank thee, O gra- 
cious God, for all the bleſſings thou haſt beſtowed 
upon me, [particularly for preſerving and refreſh- 
ing me the night paſt; and as thou haſt now 
brought me to the beginning of another day, 
give me grace to ſpend it to thy honor and 
glory *.] And all theſe mercies and bleſſings 
which I aſk for myſelf, I heartily defire for all 
my relations and friends, and for all mankind. 
Let it pleaſe thee to guide us all in this preſent 
life, and finally to admit us into thy heayenly 
kingdom, through the merits and for the ſake of 
our bleſſed Saviour and Redeemer, Jeſus Chriſt. 
Amen. a | 3 ies 


A FORM. OP PRAYER. 


In the evening I particularly for the mercies of 
the day paſt; and now that I am going to reſt, guard 
me, I beſeech thee, from the dangers of this night.] 
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